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Dear Parents, Carers and friends of North Wheatley School 

I wanted to write to you today following our recent OFSTED inspection to share our latest report which 
highlights the fantastic work happening in the school to fulfil our vision for pupils to believe, achieve and 
thrive and to be the best me they can be. 

The two-day inspection involved observing lessons, engaging with staff, pupils, and governors, and 
reviewing lesson plans, pupils' books, the parent survey, and other key documents and reports prepared by 
the school. Based on this thorough process, the inspector provided feedback, highlighting the school’s 
strengths and identifying areas for further focus to make North Wheatley Primary even better. 

Along with the Governing Body, I am incredibly proud of the positive verbal feedback shared with leaders, 
governors, members of the local diocese, and the local authority. Inspectors specifically highlighted our 
"ambitious, well-sequenced curriculum, which helps pupils build their knowledge over time." Our inclusive 
culture ensures that all children, including those with SEND, have equal access to this curriculum. Building 
on our recent increased focus, inspectors also praised our early reading programme, noting that "The 
school has ensured that staff have the skills and expertise necessary to deliver the early reading 
programme. This is starting to have a positive impact on pupils’ reading achievements… Most pupils 
develop the skills and knowledge they need to become confident readers." 

We are especially proud of the positive feedback received for our Early Years Provision, with several areas 
being recognised for their outstanding qualities. Inspectors praised the strength of our phonics teaching 
and the quality of the learning environment. They highlighted that "children demonstrate independence 
and excitement, relationships are warm, and children speak confidently about their learning." 

It was also wonderful to receive positive feedback regarding the holistic well-being of our children—
spanning their mental, spiritual, and physical health—areas that are deeply important to us at North 
Wheatley. "They show respect and tolerance towards different communities in society," which perfectly 
aligns with our commitment to fostering pupils' spiritual, moral, cultural, and social development, 
alongside their academic growth. 

I am sure you will support me in praising the school staff whose collaborative approach “sets a culture of 
high expectations for all its pupils” and who work hard to build positive relationships with children. 

As a school, we have recently reinforced our expectations around behaviour, and I am pleased to report 
that Inspectors have noted that the new systems are already contributing to improvements in pupil 
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behaviour. You will see that this is the area for further development identified in the report. School leaders 
agree that it is now essential to accelerate these efforts to ensure a positive and orderly learning 
environment, where all pupils demonstrate respect for one another. To support this, we have 
implemented a comprehensive school development plan, aligned with our new ‘Effective Thinkers’ 
curriculum, which is designed to help our students become more thoughtful and caring. This initiative will 
work in tandem with our updated behaviour policies to further enhance the overall school experience. 

In the early part of the summer term, we will invite parents and carers to a meeting to review the progress 
we have made in improving behaviour and to discuss the new systems we are implementing. There will 
also be plenty of time for any questions you may have. We greatly value your support and cooperation as 
we continue to grow and improve in this important area. 

Governors are justifiably proud of OFSTED's recognition that progress is being made, and we are fully 
confident that the ongoing efforts in this area will continue to be effective. 

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to your children, who were recognised for being friendly and 
polite throughout the visit. I also appreciate the parents and carers who shared their valuable feedback 
through ParentView. Your support during the inspection has been truly appreciated, and we are grateful 
for your continued partnership. 

We are incredibly grateful for our dedicated and passionate staff and headteacher, our wonderful children, 
and the supportive parents who make up the heart of our North Wheatley School community. Together, 
we continue to create a thriving and positive environment for everyone. 

As a Governing body, we are excited for what lies ahead and look forward to working with Mrs Richardson 
and the staff team as we continue to build on the progress we’ve made. 

Warm regards, 

 

Sharon Balmer 
Chair of Governors 

 

 

 

 

 


